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New Grower FAQs 
 

Where are your farms? 

We currently produce in the states of Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, Ohio and Kentucky 

 

What is the total investment? 

We require that all growers construct a new barn based on our standardized specs and blueprints. 

A typical project can run between $800,000-$850,000. This will vary for each project. This price 

does not include land acquisition. 

 

Do I need a permit? 

The need for permits varies by State, county and local municipality. It is also affected by the 

quantity of birds in the project. Since each of our barns holds 20,000 chickens as an example in 

Indiana there is no state permit required for 1 barn but a state permit is required for two barns 

because the threshold is 30,000 chickens. As part of the program we walk you through the permit 

process. 

 

How much acreage is needed? 

The building is 51’ wide by 520’ long and typically requires 3 acres of space. Free Range Barns 

(Indiana, Wisconsin, Illinois and Ohio) require 11 acres of pasture (or around 14 acres total) and 

Pasture Raised Barns (Kentucky) require 50 acres of pasture (or around 53 acres total). 

 

How long is the construction process? 

The process varies but in general terms a flock will be housed about 6 months after permits are 

awarded. This will vary somewhat, for example in winter when builds take a little longer then 

summer builds. 

 

Can I do some of the construction? 

There are several components to construction including site prep, concrete, framing and 

electrical. If a farmer has some of these skills they can work with the general contractor to 

provide some of this labor. 

 

How long is a contract? 

Contracts can be written between 6-12 years long depending on what the farmer desires. 

 

What is the business model? 

You own the barn, we own the birds. We will sign a contract and EI may choose when birds are 

housed and how long a flock is in place for. Growers are paid per dozen of production and 
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responsible for all costs of barn and farm maintenance, as well as routine chores related to bird 

health, gathering eggs, etc. 

 

How much will I gross per year? 

This will vary for a number of reasons. The further a barn is away from our headquarters in 

Warsaw, Indiana the lower the pay/dozen. Production per flock is variable and will affect 

income. In general terms a typical farmer earns about $130,000/year but this will vary.  

 

What are the typical annual expenses I have to pay? 

The farmer will be responsible for, among other things, utilities, maintenance, taxes, labor and 

consumables. This will cost about $30,000-$35,000/year. 

 

How many birds are in a flock? 

We house 20,000 birds per flock 

 

How long do birds stay in building? 

The birds stay in the building approximately 15-18 months per flock. however this can vary for a 

variety of reasons including but not limited to health of birds, overall productivity, overall 

company planning, schedules, etc. When signing a contract a grower can choose to commit to 

anywhere between 4-8 flocks 

 

Does it smell? 

Smell related to livestock is primarily a function of how wet the manure is.. the more moisture, 

the more odor. We dry our manure pack 24/7 365 days/year. There is extremely little odor and 

on most days is not noticed outside the barn. 

 

How many tons of manure is produced by a flock? 

A typical flock is in production for 15-18 months. During this time they will produce 

approximately 300 tons of manure. Manure is only handled in between flocks during the clean 

out process. 

 

How long is typical day of chores? 

Most farmers report chores takes about 4 man hours per day. Two hours in the morning and two 

hours in the evening however the more time spent working the flock in the barn generally the 

better the results. 

 

How much water is required daily? 

Typical water consumption of our birds is 1100 gallons of water per day. Many farmers will find 

that they need to install a well on the property to meet demand. 
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Am I allowed to have other animals on my farm? 

You can have any other animal except for other poultry (turkeys, ducks, etc.) or hogs. If you do 

have hogs, we would be willing to have a separate discussion of biosecurity and distance 

between the hog barn and potential egg barn.  


